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God Is Bigger Than That!   

 
Ex. 20:4-6 
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in 
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  
5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your 
God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to 
the third and fourth generation of those who hate me,  
6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and 
keep my commandments. 
 
Leviticus 10:1-2 - Aaron's sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire 
in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the 
LORD, contrary to his command. So fire came out from the presence of the 
LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD.  
 
Exodus 32:1-8 
 1.  When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the 
mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, "Come, make us gods who 
will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, 
we don't know what has happened to him."  
 2.  Aaron answered them, "Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your 
sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me."  
 3.  So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron.  
 4.  He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the 
shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, "These are your 
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt."  
 5.  When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and 
announced, "Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD."  
 6.  So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and 
presented fellowship offerings.  Afterward they sat down to eat and drink 

and got up to indulge in revelry.  
 7.  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go down, because your people, whom 
you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt.  
 8.  They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and 
have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed 
down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, `These are your gods, O 
Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.' 
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2Cor. 5:21 - God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him 

we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
Gal. 3:13 - Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree." 
 
1 Cor. 16:22 - If anyone does not love the Lord--a curse be on him. Come, 
O Lord! 
 
1. A graven image Distorts God!  
 
Isaiah 44:10 - Who shapes a god and casts an idol, which can profit him 
nothing? 
 
Isaiah 44:11-22 
11.  He and his kind will be put to shame; craftsmen are nothing but men. 
Let them all come together and take their stand; they will be brought down 
to terror and infamy. 
12.  The blacksmith takes a tool and works with it in the coals; he shapes 
an idol with hammers, he forges it with the might of his arm. He gets 
hungry and loses his strength; he drinks no water and grows faint.  
 13.  The carpenter measures with a line and makes an outline with a 
marker; he roughs it out with chisels and marks it with compasses. He 
shapes it in the form of man, of man in all his glory, that it may dwell in a 
shrine.  
 14.  He cut down cedars, or perhaps took a cypress or oak. He let it grow 
among the trees of the forest, or planted a pine, and the rain made it grow.  
 15.  It is man's fuel for burning; some of it he takes and warms himself, he 
kindles a fire and bakes bread. But he also fashions a god and worships it; 
he makes an idol and bows down to it.  
 16.  Half of the wood he burns in the fire; over it he prepares his meal, he 

roasts his meat and eats his fill. He also warms himself and says, "Ah! I am 
warm; I see the fire."  
 17.  From the rest he makes a god, his idol; he bows down to it and 
worships. He prays to it and says, "Save me; you are my god."  
 18.  They know nothing, they understand nothing; their eyes are plastered 
over so they cannot see, and their minds closed so they cannot understand.  
 19.  No one stops to think, no one has the knowledge or understanding to 
say, "Half of it I used for fuel; I even baked bread over its coals, I roasted 
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meat and I ate. Shall I make a detestable thing from what is left? Shall I 

bow down to a block of wood?"  
 20.  He feeds on ashes, a deluded heart misleads him; he cannot save 
himself, or say, "Is not this thing in my right hand a lie?"  
 21.  "Remember these things, O Jacob, for you are my servant, O Israel. I 
have made you, you are my servant; O Israel, I will not forget you.  
 22.  I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the 
morning mist. Return to me, for I have redeemed you." 
 
Psalms 115:5-7  
 5.  They have mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but they cannot see;  
 6.  they have ears, but cannot hear, noses, but they cannot smell;  
 7.  they have hands, but cannot feel, feet, but they cannot walk; nor can 
they utter a sound with their throats.  
 
1 Pet. 5: 7 - Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
 
2. A graven image Degrades God! 
 
Romans 1:21-25  
 21.  For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor 
gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts 
were darkened.  
 22.  Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools  
 23.  and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look 
like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.  
 24.  Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to 
sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.  
 25.  They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served 
created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen.  
 

v. 5b - punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and 
fourth generation of those who hate me, 
 
 


